
ADA SIGN REGULATIONS

Permanent Rooms:
Section 216.2

Directional and Information
Signs: Section 216.5

Tactile Signs: Section 703.2 and 703.4

Raised Characters:
Characters:
Style:
Line Spacing:

PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS OF ADA SIGNS

SCOPING REQUIREMENTS

Signage to comply with the 
Federal ADA Sign Requirements

Interior signs that provide names for 
rooms or spaces where the sign is unlikely 
to change, must be “tactile” signs. 
Examples include signs for restrooms, 
room numbers, floor numbers, room 
names, and exit doors.

Signs that provide direction to or information 
about interior spaces must comply with the 
“visual” sign requirements. 

Exceptions:
Section 216.1

VIRTUALLY ALL FACILITIES 
including:
• State and Local Governments 

(Title II)
• Private Businesses and Public 

Accommodations (Title III)

Who must comply with 
ADA sign regulations?

SIGNS ARE CATEGORIZED BY: 
• Tactile Signs: Feature Raised 

Characters and Braille (used 
for permanent rooms/spaces).

• Visual Signs: Have specific 
requirements for contrast, 
finish, and letter size (used for 
all visual text).

Are ther di�erent types 
of ADA signage?

EXCEPTIONS:
• Building directories
• Menus
• Seat and row designations in 

assembly areas
• Occupant names 
• Building addresses and company 

logos are not required to comply. 
EXEMPTIONS:
• Religious Organizations
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SMART DESIGNS
QUALITY SIGNS

1/32 inch 
ALL UPPER CASE
Sans Serif
135% to 170% of height

Braille Dots:
Installation Height:
Install Location:

Domed
48”
Latch side of door

Visual Signs: Section 703.5

Finish:
Contrast
Character:
Style:
Height:

Non-Glare
Required
May be upper or lower case
No Italic or Script
Characters from 5/8” to 3”

Examples


