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The Law
The "Boat Dock and Marina Safety
Law" was enacted by the Arkansas
General Assembly in 2011 (Act 571).
The official citation is Ark. Code Ann.
88 27-101-801 to 805.

The Purposes

The purposes of the law are to:

+ Protect the public by establishing
electrical standards for boat dock
wiring.

Provide public notice to warn of
potential electrical dangers.

Electrical Standards & Signs
Compliance is mandatory under the
Law, which requires:

+  Wiring: All electrical wiring on docks

must adhere to the National Electrical
Code standards.
Warning Signs: Specifically worded
signs are mandated to warn both
those on the dock and swimmers
about the potential for electrical
shock hazards in the surrounding
water.
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Signage to comply with the

Arkansas Boat Dock and Marina
Safety Law (Jessie's Law)

Evidence of Liability
A key provision of the statute is that a
failure to comply with its requirements
constitutes evidence of liability in a civil
suit. This applies when an electrical
shock in the surrounding water injures
a person.

Placement of Signs
The proper placement of signage is
mandatory. The Law requires signs to
be located to give adequate notice of
electrical shock hazards to anyone
using the boat dock or swimming in the
surrounding water.

Sign Considerations
The statutory language provides no spe-
cific guidance regarding the construc-
tion and placement of the signs. Key
questions left unanswered include:
« Sign dimensions and material
« Colors and type style
+ Need for reflective lettering
«  Number of signs and specific location

requirements

Recommendations & Specifications:
1) Size: 12"x18"

2) Material: ACM or Aluminum

3) Copy Area: Reflective Vinyl

4) Edges: .75" Radius Corners

Risk Risk 5) Font: San Serif
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