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The Color Wheel: Your Foundation

YELLOW

MAGENTA

Classic Color Harmonies

MONOCHROMATIC: Uses variations in lightness

and saturation of a single base color by adding white
(tints), black (shades), or gray (tones).

ANALOGOUS: Uses two to four colors that sit direct-
ly next to each other on the color wheel (e.g., Blue,
Blue-Green, and Green).

COMPLEMENTARY: Uses two colors that are posi-

tioned exactly opposite each other on the color wheel
(e.g., Red and Green, or Blue and Orange).

SPLIT-COMPLEMENTARY: A safer variation of
complementary scheme. It takes one base color and
pairs it with the two colors directly adjacent to its oppo-
site (e.g., Blue paired with Red-Orange and Yellow-Or-
ange).

DOUBLE-COMPLEMENTARY: Uses four colors
made up of two distinct complementary pairs, forming a
rectangle on the color wheel (e.g., Blue and Orange
paired with Yellow and Purple).

TRIADIC: Uses three colors that are evenly spaced
around the color wheel, forming a perfect equilateral
triangle (e.g., the primary colors: Red, Yellow, and Blue).

SMART DESIGNS

Key Design Rule: When applying your
chosen palette, use the 60-30-10 Rule.
Use your dominant color for 60% of the
space (usually backgrounds), a second-
ary color for 30% (headers or secondary
elements), and your most vibrant accent
color for just 10% (call-to-action but-
tons and highlights).

Color Psychology

Color Evokes Best Used For

Urgency Call to Action
Red Passion Food Brands
Excitement Sales

Trust Corporate Sites

Blue Security Banking
Calmness Healthcare

Optimism Attention Grabbing

Yellow Warmth Accents
Caution Playful Branding

Growth Finance

Green Nature Eco-Friendly
Wealth Health

Luxury Beauty Products

Pu rple Royalty Premium or
Creativity Niche Services

Energy Fitness

Ora nsa Friendliness Technology
Youth Creative Agencies

Black Sophistication High-End Fashion
N Minimalism Tech
& White Class Editorial Layouts

The Anatomy of Color

HUE: The base color (like pure blue or pure red).

SATURATION (Chroma): The intensity of the color.
High saturation is vibrant and loud; low saturation
is muted or washed out.

VALUE (Lightness): How light or dark the color is.
TINT: A hue + white (creates pastels).
SHADE: A hue + black (creates deep, dark colors).

TONE: A hue + gray (creates less intense colors).
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